The objective of this research note is to introduce Scope, Range, and Extent of Manifesto Project Data Usage (SRE). This is a content analysis of publications that use the Manifesto Project's Database (MANIFESTO Database), its resulting dataset, and a handbook for users and forthcoming coders. Up to now, a total of 273 articles published between 2000 and the first semescoded according to a 140-variables scheme. The SRE dataset, which includes literature reference files divided in methodological and substantial ones, offers a condensed but exhaustive overview over topics, policy dimensions, and extraction methods used in each article. Besides, the range of countries, party types and families, times, and actors are covered. Furthermore, the extent of critique, validation, and reliability testing related to the MANIFESTO Database is reviewed. Thus, the SRE dataset provides old and new users of the MANIFESTO Database with a quick and convenient summary of existing research and shows different ways in which these data can be used. Moreover, the SRE dataset could be useful to those looking for information on methodology or case studies on certain countries. Finally, the SRE handbook offers key information both users and coders of the SRE dataset.
Introduction
S ince its formation as the Manifesto Research Group/Comparative Manifestos Project (MRG 1979 -1989 /CMP 1989 -2009 , the Manifesto Project has dealt with different aspects of party performance as well as the structure and development of party systems. The project is based on quantitative content analyses of parties' election programmes from more than 50 countries covering all free, democratic elections since 1945. For the past thirty years, the general purpose of the Manifesto Project has been to measure political preferences of parties across time and space. In 2003, the project received the American Political Science Association's (APSA) award for the best data set in comparative politics.
Since October 2009, the Manifesto Project has been financed by a long-term funding grant from the German Science Foundation (DFG). This grant allows the Manifesto Research on Political Representation (MARPOR) project to update their data on countries from OECD, the European Union, Central and East Europe, extend the data collection to Latin America, and distribute manifesto texts and contentanalytical data to the scientific community (https://manifestoproject.wzb.eu).
Scope, Range, and Extent of Manifesto Project Data Usage (SRE) comprises a content analysis of publications that use the Manifesto Project's Database (MANIFESTO Database), the resulting dataset, and a handbook for users and forthcoming coders (https://manifesto-project.wzb.eu/datasets/mpduds). SRE has systematically reviewed the usage of the MANIFESTO. Since the beginning of the Manifesto Project some 40 years ago (Robertson 1976) , substantive research based on the MANIFESTO Database as well as methodological research addressing its data collection has been growing explosively. Responding to this noticeable increase in usage, the SRE dataset and the accompanying data and literature reference files provide first and foremost a quick and convenient overview on existing research for new data users. Notwithstanding, this is not the sole purpose of SRE. We encourage users of the MANIFESTO Database to add their own Manifesto research outputs to the SRE database in order to allow for a better communication and exchange between users. Should our review data be in demand, we consider to update the current selection of publications and to extend it to other journals and books.
In this research note we will present the SRE dataset and handbook, and explain how to add new publications to the SRE dataset.
SRE Dataset
The SRE dataset covers all publications between the beginning of 2000 and the first semester of 2015 issued in the following eight journals: 1) American Journal of Political Science (AJPS), 2) American Political Science Review (APSR), 3) British Journal of Scope, Range, and Extent The Journal of Politics (JP), and 8) Party Politics (PP). It is worth noting that all journals have high impact and focus on political parties and party systems.
We followed a two-step procedure for sampling the up-to-date coded articles. Firstly, we conducted a keyword search in the full text and the references from all articles published on the eight journals' websites. The keywords we were looking for were the three Mapping Policy Preferences books, which are the key references of the Manifesto Project, and citations of the current MANIFESTO Dataset. 1 In addition to that, we browsed all articles with keywords that are project related, such as "CMP" and "Manifesto Project. " Those two search criteria ensure that we have captured everything related to the Manifesto Project issued in these eight journals from 2000 onwards.
Secondly, as not all of these articles actually make use of the data, we included a coding variable that further divides the dataset into articles that use MANI-FESTO data, those that only refer to it, and those that do not use the data but focus on the Manifesto Project approach (mostly critical judgements of basic features of the project). 2 Apart from the identification variables (V1 to V5) and the citation variables (V150 to V159) we distinguish three areas of usage: 1) scope of research topics, policy dimensions, and extraction methods (V6 to V17); 2) range of countries, party types and families, times, and actors (V18 to V28); 3) extent of critique, validation, and reliability testing (V29 to V140).
SRE handbook
The SRE handbook contains basic information gathered to help users and coders of the SRE dataset. Basically, this includes the SRE 140-variables coding scheme, which you could find in the methodological appendix of this research note, and three general coding rules.
These general rules, which primary coders stablished and followed while coding the articles currently included in the SRE dataset, are the following:
1. We coded only information that is explicitly mentioned in the text. For instance, if a scholar said she or he had been focusing on party strategy but the coder was convinced that the research is more about party positioning,
1.
For more information see the bibliography and MARPOR's website (https://manifestoproject.wzb.eu).
2.
For more information see variable 5 "Usage of Dataset". 220 RIPS, ISSN 2255 -5986. Vol. 14, núm. 2, 2015 variable 8 "substantive topic of research" would still be coded as "2" (party strategies).
In case of doubt on which category of a variable applies, we coded what was stated in the paragraph where the dataset usage was described, in the keywords, the title, the abstract, hypotheses, graphs, or figures (in that order of decision making). This rule would for example be applied when the author uses both "party strategy" and "party positioning" (see V8).
3. If two codes applied according to rule number 2, we coded the dependent variable.
How to add your own publications to the SRE dataset
We encourage authors to add their research using or referring to the Manifesto Project to the SRE dataset. That also includes papers published in journals not covered by SRE.
As research evolves, there may be new research fields and topics not yet included in the category scheme. Please feel free to add categories to the original SRE scheme if they are missing. In that case, we would ask you to contribute to updating the SRE handbook by sending us a copy of your extended version comprising the new categories, which will be published on MARPOR's homepage.
For adding your own publications please follow these steps: 1. Get familiar with SRE's coding variables and categories (see the methodological appendix). 
Code your paper (Excel, Stata

3.
We included the citation variables at a late stage of the project. That is why they were included as V150-V159. Nevertheless, they go hand in hand with the identification variables (V1-V5) and are therefore the first to be listed in this overview and in the dataset. Beginning with V1, the variables are ordered by their variable ID. Scope, Range, 
V24
Region covered
To be coded for cross-as well as for single-country analysis, the different regional categories include the respective main suspects (countries) of political science. Only rough coding necessary for researchers to find information on special regions, not single countries. Triangulation can be used also in cases where the term is not explicitly mentioned but more than one approach is used for estimating preferences.
5
Introduction/use of an alternative method 6
Transfer of MARPOR to other text type Means that the classification scheme is used for another text type without much difference in the categories.
7
Modification of MARPOR Means that the approach is taken, but the classification scheme may be quite different.
Match/merging of MAR-POR to other dataset
To be used if V4 = 1; when V4 = 2, other entries for V29 may also be important.
9
Critique of MARPOR Attention: the variables listed below under (1) to (9) are the ones occurring most often for (1) to (9) . However, any combination is possible, for example: Cross-validation is mostly done across basic approaches, but can also be applied across estimates based on MARPOR.
In addition, the variables listed under (1) to (9) are not exclusive. All items occurring in a publication are coded. Therefore, the lists (1) to (9) are rather a systematic overview. 
V94 Experts' data
If V29 =(9) key aspects of critique on four levels of comparison: 1 = critique, 2 = validation (mostly by MARPOR members); including weaknesses of program-based approach.
(1) Across estimates based on MARPOR data: (3) Across basic approaches: MARPOR compared to expert judgments, surveys V121 Volatile versus stable positions Over-time comparison.
(4) Across estimates to model the representative process:
V131
Measurement of median voters Includes the median voter-median party relation.
V132
Measurement of government position
For example, partisan veto player distance. 
